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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MIcaH Iv: 2. 
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BLIND OBEDIENCE AND TITHING. 


TuE following discourse was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith, Satur- 
day, September 3, 1892, at the Salt Lake Stake Conference, held in Salt 
Lake City, Utah: 

I always feel a desire to respond when I am asked to try to do anything 
good. I do not know that I have the spirit of talking this afternoon, but 
I have enjoyed the remarks which we have listened to, and can endorse 
them and recommend them to the consideration and careful thought 
of the Latter-day Saints who are here assembled. It is a glorious thing 
for those who are in search of truth to be able to obtain a knowledge of 
it. We seek for many things upon which it seems impossible to obtain 
any satisfactory knowledge. There are a great many things in the world 
. that seem difficult for us to understand clearly or to become thoroughly 
satisfied upon. It is an easy thing to ask questions, and there are many 
people in the world who seem to devote themselves very largely to asking 
questions; butit is not always so easy to answer them. Yet the question 
in relation to our religion is one that every man ought to ask himself and 
God, that he may gain a knowledge thereof which will be perfectly satis- 
factory, and every person should be able to give a reason for the hope he 
has within him. | 

I have always felt thankful to my Heavenly Father for the testimony 
He has given me in relation to the principles which we call Mormonism. 
To me they have always seemed nothing but the truth. In relation to the 
opinions of men we have much room for doubt, and many do doubt, be- 
cause these opinions do not always appeal to their judgment, and there is 
not accompanying them a spirit to enlighten the mind concerning them. 
In other words, there is not, connected with the opinions of men, the 
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power of the Holy Spirit, which, we are told, takes of the things of God 
and shows them unto men who are sincerely seeking after a knowledge of 
the truth. Since my childhood I have sought to know something about 
the first principles of the Gospel. It has been necessary for me to under- 
stand something about them, for the reason that I have been called upon 
from time to time to go out into the world to preach them; and I desire 
to bear my testimony to this congregation, as the brethren have borne 
their testimony, in regard to these principles, and it is this—I certify that 
every principle associated with this Gospel which I have been able to 
understand has appeared to me, beyond the possibility of doubt, to be 
absolutely correct, absolutely good, and in every way adapted to the wants 
of those who receive it and put it into practice. I do not know of a single 
principle that is not in my judgment calculated to benefit me, in time and 
in eternity. So also it will benefit every man that will receive it. This is 
my testimony in relation to the principles of the Gospel. I am convinced 
that they are true. There is a spirit connected with and accompanying 
them that appeals to my judgment and to my understanding, and that 
thoroughly convinces me they are true. Therefore, I am perfectly satisfied 
with the principles of the Gospel; and so far as I obey these principles 
I feel that all will be well with me in life or in death. I feel very grateful 
to God for this spirit and testimony, and I desire so to live the remaining 
part of my life that this spirit may be in me, and that I may always feel 
in my heart to love the truth, and to labor for the welfare of the children 
of men. 

The Gospel will inspire us to do good and to forsake evil. It will inspire 
us to love our neighbor and to live near unto God; to be true to ourselves, 
true to our fellow creatures, true to our covenants, and in every respect 
reliable and worthy of the confidence of our fellowmen. It may be said 
that there are men in the world who are all this without the Gospel—men 
who are reliable, honorable, true to their friends, pure in their lives, and 
in every respectpraise worthy, and such as God would delight to acknowl- 
edge as His children. Now, you show me a man of this character in the 
world, though he is beyond the pale of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, or of any religion, and I will show you a child of God. 
I do not care who he is, nor in what land he lives, nor what his profession 
is. I tell you that God has many noble men in this world that are not 
Latter-day Saints, and that know nothing about this work that we are 
engaged in. It is in search of these that the Elders are sent out among 
the nations of the earth from time to time, and these are they who are 
brought into the fold of Christ when they have the opportunity of hearing 
the Gospel. I have thought that there were still just as good tish in the 
sea of mankind as had ever been caught by the Gospel net. In the 
course of my experience | believe I have seen people in the world so 
surrounded by the traditions of their fathers, and so bound up by their 
creeds, that they could not see the light; but they were living more con- 
sistently, according to the knowledge that they possessed, and the circum-. 
stances that surrounded them, than hundreds of the Latter-day Saints 
who have been born again of the water and of the Spirit, and who ought 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 79 


to be, of all men and women in the world, the most faithful, the most 
exemplary, the most virtuous; yet they are indifferent to a great many 
things that they should pay strict attention to, and that are really 
necessary to make them what they ought to be. The spirit of the Gospel 
is designed to make all men good in the sight of God. The Gospel is 
calculated to remove from us everything that is not consistent with God 
and the plan of salvation which he has revealed to men. It is designed 
to qualify us to live so that we may enjoy a fulness of the light of truth, 
and understand the purposes of God, and be able to live so near to Him 
that we may be in harmony with His wishes constantly. The principles 
of the Gospel are calculated to make us unselfish, to broaden our minds, 
to give breadth to our desires for good, to remove hatred, animosity, envy 
and anger from our hearts, and make us peaceful, tractable, teachable, 
and willing to sacrifice our own desires, and perchance our own interests, 
for the welfare of our fellow-creatures, and for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God. A man who cannot sacrifice his own wishes, who can- 
not say in his heart, “Father, Thy will be done, not mine,” is not a truly 
and thoroughly converted child of God; he is still, to some extent, in the 
grasp of error and in the shades of darkness that hover around the world, 
hiding God from the presence of mankind. Show me a man that is 
thoroughly converted to the principles of the Gospel, and who can truly 
say in his heart, “I know that the Gospel is true,” and I will show youa 
man that when it comes to asking him to do that which God requires at 
his hands will have no question in his mind in relation to doing it; he will 
say, “Yes, lam ready and willing to do the will of God.” But, says one, 
how shall we know the will of God? Christ has given us the key by which 
we may know, and that is, “If any man will do His will, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” Now, 
here comes the Presidency of this Stake of Zion, and they exhort you to 
do something; for instance, they exhort you to pay your tithing, and they 
tell you that if you will do it you will be blessed. How shall we know 
that they are telling us the truth, that they are speaking the will of God 
to us, and that it is necessary for us to observe the counsel that they give 
tous? By putting it to the test—doing the will of the Father, and living 
so that we can enjoy the Spirit of God to that extent that we will be able 
to comprehend the principles which they teach us just as clearly as they 
comprehend them; then we will know whether they speak to us the 
truth or not, and whether it is the will of God or not, and we can only 
know it in that way. It is necessary, therefore, for every man to know of 
the doctrine for himself. 

Concerning the question of blind obedience. Not a man in this Church, 
since the Prophet Joseph Smith down to the present day, has ever asked 
any man to do as he was told blindly. No Prophet of God, no Apostle, 
no President of a Stake, no Bishop, who has had the spirit of his office and 
calling resting upon him, has ever asked a soul to do anything that they 
might not know was right and the proper thing todo. We do not ask 
you to do anything that you may not know it is your duty to do, or that 
you may not know will be a blessing for you todo. If we give you coun- 
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sel, we do not ask you to obey that counsel without you know that it is 
right to do so. But how shall we know that it is right? By getting the 
Spirit of God in our hearts, by which our minds may be opened and en- 
lightened, that we may know the doctrine for ourselves, and be able to 
divide truth from error, light from darkness and good from evil. 

It is upon this principle that I feel so grateful to my Heavenly Father 
that I have been able thus far to see clearly in my mind the truth of the 
principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I have faith in God, because the 
principle of faith in the Supreme Maker of heaven and earth is one that 
appeals to my judgment; it gives breadth to my mind and enlarges my 
heart. I believe in the principle of faith, because it has given me strength 
and has helped to develop my spiritual manhood. I believe in the prin- 
ciple of repentance, because I have tested it and I know it to be good. If 
in an evil moment I have said or done anything that has given offense to 
my brother, I never could be satisfied or feel free from a certain degree of 
bondage until I went to that brother whom I had wronged, repented of 
my sin and made it right with him. Then the load would be lifted and I 
would at once feel the good effect of repentance of sin. I believe in repent- 
ance of sin also because the principle appeals to my judgment; for I am 
convinced that it is wrong for a man to harbor evil and enmity in his heart 
towards his neighbor. He should repent of these things and forsake them, 
and when he does so he will begin to feel the good effects of repentance, 
and he will know that it is a correct principle. I believe in the principle 
of baptism. When I was a child I went down into the waters of baptism, 
and came up out of the water with the consciousness that the act was ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God. I felt it was right I should do that. “Suffer 
it to be so now,” said the Savior when he went to John for baptism, “for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” I felt that I had fulfilled 
“all righteousness,” so far as that principle was concerned, when I went 
down into the waters of baptism. Though I was a child, I was satisfied 
that it was a right principle, and I have been satisfied ever since. I have 
never seen anything to shake my faith in relation to that principle. So I 
might go on and enumerate every principle that we have embraced, and 
the same thing might be said of each of them. They arg-true, they are 
good, and they are calculated to make us better men and women. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


A UNIQUE PRODUCTION BY A SALT LAKE LADY. 


Mrs. JosEPH BULL, of the Seventeenth Ward, has almost completed one of 
the most unique and elaborate quilts of its class ever produced by human 
ingenuity, patience and skill. The reader should not abruptly turn away, 
from this statement because it applies to an article which is usual] 

commonplace in the household. The most ordinary object can, by the 
application of fine materials, used with taste and ability, be sometimes 
made “a thing of beauty,” and, therefore, “a joy for ever.” Such is the 
case in the present instance. The objects upon this production of Mrs. 
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Bull’s are largely either symbolical, or are representations of local land- 
marks, or flowers or birds indigenous to this section of the country. 
Among the conspicuous representations are the following: 

The centre piece consists of a straw beehive resting upon an old wooden 
stand, on which appears the word “Utah ;” bees are on the wing, and the 
whole is embowered in flowers. Underneath this is the old Eagle Gate, 
with the figures “1859.” Over the beehive is the Salt Lake Temple, as it 
now appears. The building is on a delicate pink ground and surrounded 
by a frame, as a picture; over this is the flag of our nation, with thirteen 
stars upon it, representing the states; surrounding it are stars in sufficient 
number to make up the forty-four, and a space in which to insert Utah 
when she shall be admitted into the political sisterhood. 

The upper right hand corner consists of a fan, each of the twenty-one 
splints being different in color from any of the others; the upper left 
hand corner is a spider and web, the lower and left corner a horseshoe, 
and the lower right corner a “Union Jack”—the commercial flag of Great 
Britain. 

On one side is one of the first log cabins built in Utah, and above it the 
inscription, “Home, 1847;” on the other side is the pioneer printing press 
of Utah, also marked with the figures “1847.” Near this is a harp, over the 
inscription and music, “Home, Home, Sweet, Sweet Home.” 

Opposite the last named object is an anchor, and below this the “Dip- 
per,” or seven stars; on the other side are the square and compass, while 
near the lower edge are the letters “E. G. B,” the initials of the lady whose 
nimble fingers worked this fine specimen of womanly skill, and the year 
“1893.” Over this is Mrs. Bull’s family crest—a stag with a rose in its 
mouth. Near this is a sego lily. 

There are also, in addition to what has been enumerated, forty-one 
other embroidery pieces, among which are native Utah birds, a shell, 
stars, flowers, the horn of plenty, an Indian tomahawk. 

The materials used upon this splendid specimen of handiwork are ex- 
clusively the best silks—thread and fabric. The shades range all the way 
from the most subdued tones to the most brilliant colors, and their 
arrangement, in order to preserve the features of harmonious blending 
and appropriate contrast, is very remarkable. The needle work is done 
with delightful precision, while the entire combination exhibits fertility 
of invention and prolific ideality. 

The striking feature of this piece of work is that it exhibits a range of 
ability in Mrs. Bull that is not often found in one individual]. The artistic 
workmanship embraces representations of architecture, birds, quadrupeds, 
flora and numerous other branches, one or other of which is ordinarily 
made a speciality by adepts with the needle. The lady has, however, em- 
braced them, and each of them shows a marked equality of ability. 

We understand that Mrs. Bull intends placing this creditable artistic 
production in the World’s Fair. It is to be hoped that she will also place 
it on exhibition here, that all who wish to do so may have the opportunity 
of inspecting it. Those who do so will not deem this description of it 
colored in the least degree beyond its merits.—Salt Lake Herald. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


General Benjamin Butler, of the United States, died on January 10, in Washington, 
at the age of 74. 


Fourteen Princes of the Catholic Church—Cardinals—were created at a consistory held 
by the Pope of Rome on January 16. 

Smallpox prevails to an alarming extent in Shanghai, and great ravages are being 
caused in Japan by an epidemic of dysentery. 

The Calumet Club, Chicago, was destroyed by fire, January 18, the damage amounting 
to $300,000. One person perished in the flames, while another died in the street from 
excitement. 


From Washington it is announced that President Harrison will, in the course of a few 
days, send a message to Congress which he expects will advance the cause of the annex- 
ation of Canada. 


Prince Ferdinand of Hohenzollern, Crown Prince of Roumania, and Princess Marie 
of Edinburgh, were married on January 10 at Sigmaringen, the capital of Hohenzollern, 
a detached province of Prussia. 


In an article published by a Toronto newspaper Canadians are urged to put down the 
annexationists, whose supporters in the United States are only ambitious politicians, 
fenians, and enemies of Great Britain. 


Although the struggle in the cotton trade has now lasted eleven weeks, a settlement of 
the dispute is apparently as far off as ever. Great and increasing distress prevails in 
the places affected, and appeals are being made for assistance. 


The autopsy which has been held in New York on the remains of General Butler shows 
that death resulted from the bursting of a small blood vessel on the brain during a fit of 
coughing.. The brain weighed four ounces more than that of Daniel Webster, one of the 
heaviest recorded in the annals of scientific research. 


The death is announced from New York, January 18, in his seventy-first year, of 
Mr. Hayes, ex-President of the United States. At the outbreak of the Civil War the 
deceased was made major of a volunteer regiment, and greatly distinguished himself in 
various engagements. At the close of the war he turned his attention to politics, and 
was elected President in 1876. 


The crisis in Egypt is over, the Khedive having expressed to the British Minister his 
regret at the occurrence of late events, and his willingness to appoint Riaz Pasha Pre- 
mier instead of Fakhri Pasha, who has resigned. His Highness added that he was 
earnestly desirous of working in perfect harmony with Great Britain, and that during the 
continuance of the British occupation he would follow the advice of England in reference 
to all important events. 


John D. Rockefeller has given another million dollars to the Chicago University. This 
makes some $3,600,000 which has been given this institution by millionaires. This is 
Rockefeller’s fourth subscription. The first was $600,000 on May 1, 1889. The second 
in September, 1890, was $1,000,000, and a third was in February of last year, when 
another $1,000,000 was placed to the University credit. All these subscriptions have 
been for the purpose of endowment. The endowment and value of lands and buildings 
and other property of the University now amounts to about $7,000,000. 


It is reported that Dr. Gatling is attracting the attention of the American naval and 
military authorities by his researches in electricity, which have culminated in his invent- 
ing a method by which electricity can be applied to firearms. He claims that his new 
gun will be superior to the existing Gatling guns and mitrailleuses, or any other machine 
guns, and will fire two thousand shots a minute. The power is derived from an electric 
motor which is attached by a belt to the mechanism of the gun, and the cost of firing 
will be reduced to a minimum. The invention will shortly be tested by the Board of 
Ordnance officers. 


| 
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Dispatches from St. Louis, Mo., U.S. A., state that the Mississippi river has been 
frozen opposite the city, and all business along the river brought to a stand-still. 
From the United States arsenal south to Carondelet the river is gorged solid with ice. 


At Amsterdam, on January 20, a large crowd of the unemployed paraded the streets 
singing Socialist songs. Eventually the mob came into conflict with the police, and 
several persons were wounded on both sides. The officers, however, succeeded in arrest- 
ing the ringleaders of the disturbance. The city continues in an excited state. 


The distress in Austria caused by the inclement weather is daily becoming worse, and 
the relief institutions in Vienna are besieged by crowds of starving people. Several 
places are altogether cut off by snowdrifts from the outer world, and are suffering greatly 
from scarcity of food. A telegram from Antwerp states that no vessel has entered that 
port for three days owing to fog and ice floes in the river. 


A head schoolmistress at one of the public schools of Liverpool recently subjected her 
pupils to extraordinary treatment. It is stated that she missed, during the play hour, 
some money amounting to about three shillings. All the children were called up and 
questioned, and all denied any knowledge of the matter. Not satisfied with this, they 
were ordered to take off their shoes and stockings to see whether or not they had the 
money secreted. Some of the children, who were very young, were unable to put on again 
their shoes and stockings, and in the terrible cold weather several had to walk from their 
schools to their homes barefoot. 


The Chinese mail which arrived at San Francisco recently brings the news of a terrible 
disaster at Kamli, near Canton. The town was raided by a band of armed robbers, who, 
during the absence of the populace from their homes at a religious celebration, obtained 
a quantity of plunder. Having secured this booty, they boldly went to the temple where 
the festival was in progress and demanded tribute. This being refused by the priests, the 
brigands applied torches to the building, which was speedily in flames. There was a 
horrible panic among the dense throng of worshippers, who made frantic attempts to 
escape, but, except in a few cases, vainly. The fire was not extinguished, and 2,000 
persons perished, many hundreds being trampled and crushed to death, while the re- 
mainder were suffocated by smoke or burned in the flames. 


A train on the Chicago and Illinois Railway, filled with suburban passengers, was 
standing in Fifty-fifth Street, Chicago, January 13, when it was struck by an express 
on the Chicago and Erie line. Three cars of the suburban train were telescoped and 
badly wrecked, and scarcely had the passengers begun to emerge from the debris when 
it caught fire from an overturned stove. Fortunately water was available, and the flames 
were speedily quenched, but not until a number of persons who were pinned down by 
broken carriages had been badly scorched. Passengers who had escaped removed the 
injured from the wreckage. Intense cold prevailed at the time, and some of the pas- 
sengers were frost-bitten. Eighteen persons were seriously hurt, and another is not 
expected to live. The casualities all occurred amongst the travelers by the suburban 
train, and scarcely one of the 150 passengers escaped injury. 

A frightful disaster occurred, January 17, on the Statoust Samara Railway running to 
St. Petersburg, Russia. A train filled with recruits on their way to join their regiments 
caught fire as it was going at full speed. The flames burst forth first in the foremost car, and 
fanned into fury by the rush of the train, spread from one carriage to another with ter- 
rible rapidity. In a few moments the whole train was enveloped in fire. The train was 
brought to a standstill as quickly as possible, and the burning car was uncoupled from 
the rest of the train. The young soldiers immediately made a frantic rush from the door 
and windows, and most of them succeeded in escaping, but in the haste and confusion a 
number of them got wedged tightly together in the passage leading to the door, and 
nothing could move them. Seven were dragged out of the mass of struggling human 
beings, but not until they had sustained severe burns, from the effects of which one died 
later in the day. Forty were simply roasted to death, while eight others met with a 
more merciful death, being suffocated by the smoke. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 1893. 


ANNOINTING THE SICK—BLESSING CHILDREN. 


THERE are, probably, no ordinances of the Gospel which the Elders are 
called upon more frequently to administer than those of the laying on of 
hands for the healing of the sick, and the blessing of children. As the 
Priesthood is now held by large numbers, and these ordinances are more 
commonly attended to than they were in the early days of the Church, it 
is, perhaps, unnecessary to state that great care should be exercised in 
the manner of administration, lest the solemnity which should characterize 
them be not observed. 

Circumstances have arisen of late which have called into question the 
validity of an administration recently performed, in which the person 
annointing used the oil with the left hand, holding the bottle in the right 
hand. The claim was made that the annointing should have been done 
with the right hand, and that a spoon should have been used, etc. While 
sensing the fact that the ordinances which God in His mercy has restored 
should be preserved pure and free from any innovation and change, yet 
these matters can be carried to the extreme, and a condition reached 
which would place one in a position to “strain at a gnat and swallow a 
camel.” 

We know of nothing to warrant the assertion that an Elder destroys 
the efficacy of this ordinance if he takes the consecrated oil in his right 
hand, pours a small amount into his left hand, and afterwards annoints 
the head of the afflicted one; we are ignorant of any instructions 
which will confirm the belief that an Elder is doing wrong in taking the 
bottle, minus or with a spoon, in his left hand, and pouring the oil into 
his right hand and afterwards annointing the head of the sick person. 
We do know, however, that there is a general form to be observed in the 
administration of this ordinance which is taught to those who have 
covenanted with the Lord, and which is sufficient for our purposes, and 
all those who have been through the house of God will comprehend what 
is meant by a “general form.” 

The blessing of children is another ordinance that should be properly 
understood. When parents become acquainted with and obedient to the 
principles of the Gospel, the example of the Savior in laying His hands 
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on children and blessing them, and the knowledge that the Priesthood 
has been restored again—that a commandment has been given that their 
children shall have the hands of those bearing the Priesthood laid upon 
them,—have the effect of awakening a desire in the hearts of the parents 
to have the Elders lay hands upon the heads of their children. The 
mother’s first wish after the birth of her child, is that it may be blessed 
by those having such authority. Her smiling infant awakens within her 
all that love with which maternity is so richly endowed, and through the 
administration of the legitimate and recognized authority of the Lord, 
she hopes that the blessings of health and strength, and the spirit which 
will make its existence both useful and honored, will be sealed upon the 
head of her child. 

Further, through that medium, her faith teaches her to repose confidence 
in the blessings received. With loving care and tenacious remembrance 
are the blessings, bestowed by the Elders upon the head of her little one, 
treasured up and cherished by her and her husband; and experience has 
proven that they are viewed as reliable assurances of the great blessings 
which the future will yield them in their children, to repay them for all 
heart-aches, care and anxiety attendant upon their rearing. Every Elder, 
therefore, can perceive the necessity of being prompted by the Spirit of 
the Lord in blessing a child, that he may not be led by fancy or by a 
desire to predict great things in its behalf; for the parents of many 
children have had their expectations raised only to be dashed again to the 
earth. The records of the past show that the confidence of the Saints in 
the promises of the Priesthood have been weakened in the death of their 
children who were promised health, life, and length of days in maturity, 
and that much injury has, in consequence, been done, which Satan has 
not failed to take advantage of to destroy the faith of the Saints, and to 
poison the minds of the seeker after truth. 

Without desiring to convey the impression that he who holds the Priest- 
hood should seek to check the spirit of prophecy, the counsel of the Apostle, 
“Tf any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, 
let him do as of the ability which God giveth him, that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ,” might, with profit, be heeded. 
Where fathers hold the Priesthood themselves, it is their right to bless 
their own childrén; but, that records of the births and names of children 
may be preserved, it is customary for children to be brought to the Elders 
of the Church for them to lay their hands upon them. It should also be 
remembered that be the blessings that are placed upon the heads of chil- 
dren ever so great they are all conditional; their fulfillment depends to a 
great extent upon those who have the children in charge. 

The faithful Elder knows that he cannot be too careful in his adminis- 
trations, and in seeking to discern between the promptings of his own 
spirit and the promptings and voice of the Spirit of God. W. B. D., JR. 


AN admirable illustration of the manner in which a lottery scheme can 
fix its grasp upon the purses of the people is found in the recent experi- 
ment of the proprietor of Pearson’s Weekly. Mr. Pearson who is an in- 
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genious gentleman, and has served on the London weekly 7%t-Bits, con- 
ceived the idea of starting a money scheme on his own account, in- 
stead of offering prizes—the object being the success of his paper—in the 
shape of missingword competitions. A paragraph was printed with one 
word ommitted. Any purchaser of the paper who cared to join in the 
gamble filled in the missing word, and sent his guess in with a shilling 
postal order. The money thus received was posted, and the successful 
guessers divided the money. Mr. Pearson acted as trustee and found his 
profit in the increased circulation of his weekly miscellany. This new 
species of gambling took immensely. The circulation of Pearson’s went 
up by the hundred thousand. The demand for shilling postal orders 
exhausted the supply in the postoftice. Week by week the number of 
guessers increased, until at last nearly half a million shillings were sent 
in in one week. Finally, the evil reached such gigantic dimensions, that 
legal proceedings were taken and a magisterial decision was secured which 
pronounced the competitions illegal. The money of the last competition 
$124,000 was placed in chancery, and the dissatisfied competitors, who 
sent the circulation of the paper up to a million, are now filling the air 
with their complaints. 


In Scotland religious journalism does not seem to grow very strong. 
Of late years there have been several melancholy failures in this line 
The latest decease is that of The Scottish Standard, a paper which was 
started ‘about a year ago for the purpose of defending the actions of the 
authorities of the Church of Scotland. 


JupGING from the specimen below a Turkish declaration of war is 
certainly unique in its line. Before the commencement of the war which 
the Sultan Mohammed IV waged against Leopold I in 1682, the latter 
received the following declaration of war, the original of which is still 
in existence: “By the grace of Allah who lives in Heaven, we—Mola 
Mohammed, glorious and all-powerful Emperor of Babylonia and Judea, 
from the east and the west, King of al] earthly and heavenly kings, Ruler 
of holy Arabia and Mauritania, born.and crowned King of Jerusalem with 
all glory, Lord and Master of the tomb of the crucified God of the infidels 
—pledge our most solemn word to you, Cesar of Rome, and to you, King 
of Poland, that it is our intention to conquer your country. We bring 
with us thirteen kings and 1,300,000 men on foot and on horseback, and 
with this army, of which you and your adherents can form your own 
opinion, we shall trample your country under foot without mercy or pity 
and shall deliver it over to fire and sword. Above all we beseech you to 
wait for us in your dwelling-place, Vienna, that we may cut off your head. 
You also, little King of Poland, must do the same. We shall destroy you 
and all your followers, and shall drive from the face of the earth every- 
thing that pertains to the infidels. We shall subject all, both great and 
small, to the most horrible tortures, and then kill them. We shall take 
your little kingdom from you, and sweep away the entire population. 
You, King of Poland, shall we permit to live just long enough for you to 
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know that we have done all that we swore to do.” That the Sultan was 
in earnest is certain for it is a matter of history how the Grand Vizier, Kara 
Mustapha, invaded the Austrian countries with an army of 200,000 men, 
and marched onwards to the very gates of Vienna, dealing death and de- 
struction all around. However, he failed in his attempt to take Vienna, 
being totally routed by the Polish king. Not being able to carry out his 
intention of cutting off the heads of the “infidel” kings, the Sultan con- 
soled himself by beheading his Grand Vizier. 


THE Saints will please take notice that there will be no emigrating of 
Saints until the Guion Company’s boats commence to leave Liverpool, 
which, in all probability, will be about the beginning of April of the 
present year. 


ARRIVALS.—On Saturday, January 21, 1893, the White Star liner Adriatic 
arrived in Liverpool from New York, having on board Elders Thomas E. 
Taylor of Salt Lake City, and Charles Tillotson of Ogden, for the British 
Mission, and A. P. Stenblom of Salt Lake City, for the Scandinavian 
Mission. Although these brethren crossed the Atlantic at a time when 
severe weather is usually experienced they reported the voyage as being a 
most pleasant one. All were well. Elder Stenblom proceeded on his 
journey to the continent. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Thomas E. Taylor is appointed to labor as travel- 
ing Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder Charles Tillotson is appointed to labor as traveling Elder in the 
Leeds Conference. 


THE LEADING GERMAN NEWSPAPERS. 


Tue German postoffice receives subscriptions for 7,200 newspapers. About 
650 of these appear in Berlin, including 217 commercial and trade papers, 
54 official, 170 literary and artistic, 30 religious, and 70 daily and weekly 
political journals. 

The first on the list in point of age is The Vossiche Zeitung, a Berlin 
newspaper, which is excellently edited and conducted. It has a well- 
deserved reputation, not only as a newspaper, but also as an advertising 
medium. It is indispensable to the reading public of the German capital ; 
the remark has been made that it is more than a newspaper, it is an “in- 
stitution,” and if it were suspended for a week the Berliners would be like 
fish out of water. 

At the beginning of 1870, just before the outbreak of the Franco-Ger- 
man war, Rudolf Mosse, the proprietor of the well-known advertising 
agency, conceived the idea of starting a paper under the title of The Ber- 
liner Tageblatt, which should make a speciality of the prompt publication 
of reliable information on every subject from all parts of the world. 

It was well written and full of interesting matter, and though the public 
were at first skeptical concerning the accuracy of the (to them) extra- 
ordinary number of “special telegranis” which the enterprising proprietor 
spared neither trouble nor expense to procure, the paper quickly jumped 
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into favor, and at the end of the year The Berliner Tageblatt had become 
a power in the country. 

The Reichsanzeiger is the official organ for the publication of all Govern- 
ment notices, etc. It also contains political articles, which are usually 
regarded as expressing the views of the “powers that be.” 

The chief paper of Cologne (Kéln) is The Kolnische Zeitung (Cologne 
Gazette), which, originally a local sheet, has acquired a world-wide reputa- 
tion; it is probably better known than any other German paper. For 
many years it was without a serious rival in all the German States, but of 
late the Berlin journals have proved strong competitors. 

It is, however, safe to say that it still occupies the chief position, though 
it is not published at the capital like the leading papers of other countries 
are; it has a large capital at disposal, and, like its British and American 
contemporaries, money is no object where there is a chance of getting a 
valuable piece of news. 

Clever articles are well paid for, and it employs correspondents to travel 
in different parts of the world in order to obtain material for articles on 
ethnological, commercial, and, in short, all subjects. Of course it has a 
private wire to Berlin. Some time ago one issue of this journal was con- 
fiscated for the publication of some extracts from “The Diary of the 
Emperor Frederick,” and it has recently distinguished itself by getting 
possession of the text of the German Army Bill and publishing it. 

The Zeitung, of Madgebury (1646), possesses its private wire from Ber- 
lin, and is noted for the rapidity with which it publishes news, often 
beating the Berlin press. Full information from the large towns of Cen- 
tral Germany is also a distinguishing feature. The Allgemeine Zeitung, of 
Munic, was first published in Augsburg in 1799. Though not so well 
known outside the Fatherland as some others, it is the principal journal 
of Bavaria, and consequently occupies an important position. Zhe Weser- 
zeitung, of Bremen, was founded in 1844. As a large portion of the ex-. 
port trade passes through Bremen, the paper contains commercial and 
shipping intelligence, which commends it to the traders. The Ha er 
Korrespondent (established in 1731), and Zhe Hamburger Nachrichten, are 
both well edited, interesting journals. The former is known as the Bis- 
marckian organ. The latter publishes a weekly literary supplement, 
containing, at times, articles which one would expect to find rather in 
learned reviews than in a daily newspaper. The Germans seem to relish 
solid mental food. The Hannnoversche Courier, founded in 1854, is the 
organ of the National Party of Hanover. The Frankfurter Zeitung is 
probably the most important journal in the west of Germany. It devotes 
its attention, to a great extent, to commercial information. The Frank- 
JSurter Journel was established in 1615. Some of the best authors have 
commenced their careers by contributing to its literary supplements. 

The Breslauer Zeitung (1819), with private wire to Berlin; The Schlesische 
Zeitung (1741); The Nachrichten, of Dresden; The Tageblatt, of Leipsic, 
and The Schwabische Merkur (1785), of Stuttgart, are also newspapers of 
considerable importance, although not calling for special mention.— Ueber 
Land und Meer, Stuttgart. 
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BAPTISM NOT CIRCUMCISION. 


In the brief narrative of the childhood of our Savior, as given by Luke, 
it is stated that “when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising 
of the child, his name was called Jesus, which was so named by the angel.” 
This text generally furnishes the Pedo-baptists of the Christian world 
with an apparently strong argument in favor of the doctrine of infant 
sprinkling. It is customary in many places to preach on this subject on 
New Year’s day, particularly where speakers deem it necessary to en- 
deavor to refute those who believe in the scriptural doctrine of baptism. 
The idea conveyed by them is that as Jesus was circumcised when eight 
days old, so infants ought to be baptized, because baptism has by the Lord 
been instituted as a substitute for the Mosaic rite. 

Is this so? A comparison of the two ordinances in the light of the 
Scriptures will be a sufficient answer to the question. 

Circumcision in the old dispensation was given as a token of God’s 
covenant with Abraham. “It shall be a token of the covenant betwixt 
me and you,” is the signification given to it when first instituted. It 
marked the descendants of Abraham and reminded them of the promises 
given to their great progenitor, promises that extended to his descendants 
for all time. 

It was sufficient to apply this ordinance to the male children, since the 
men according to the law of the ancients were the representatives of the 
people. The covenant made was not one with every individual of the 
people separately, but with the people as a whole. 

The covenant made with Abraham, and of which circumcision was the 
token, contained chiefly twu -onditions. Abraham promised for himself 
and descendants to abstain from idolatry; to acknowledge only God as 
God ; and the Lord promised to give the country of Canaan as an ever- 
lasting possession to Abraham and his descendants. The covenant was 
therefore of a national character chiefly. It dealt with the establishment 
of a certain form of government—theocracy—among the Jews and it gave 
them, if willing to accept this form of goverment, 4 beautiful country. 

In all these respects there is a wide difference between baptism and cir- 
cumcision. Indeed, the dissimilarities are more numerous and more essen- 
tial than the points of similarity. 

Baptism is not an ordinance whereby one nation is to be distinguished 
from another. So far as it is an outward sign, it is a token of a covenant 
between the Almighty and each individual person. It is therefore ad- 
ministered to men and women alike to living and dead, the latter by proxy. 

The covenant which it typifies is, briefly stated, this: the person bap- 
tized promises to live a new life according to the laws of the Gospel as 
given by God and exemplified by Jesus, while God promises to forgive all 
past transgressions and provide the means of reaching eternal exaltation. 
“ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” ‘“ We are buried with 
him (Christ) by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” Anyone who will reflect on the meaning of these Scrip- 
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ture statements will easily perceive how impossible it would be to say the 
same of the Old Testament ordinance. The two have almost nothing 
common in signification. 

But we happen to know still more positively that the Apostolic Church, 
the members of which were favored with the presence of inspired teachers, 
did not look upon baptism as a substitute for circumcision. Very early 
the question arose whether it would be necessary to command the Gentile 
converts to be circumcised previous to baptism. Certain Christian mis- 
sionaries, converted Jews, taught that it was and caused some dissension 
among the disciples. Finally it was decided to settle the matter in a 
general conference, which was held at Jerusalem. There was much dis- 
pute about the matter, but the decision of the assembly was that no other 
“burden” from the Mosaic law should be laid upon the Gentile converts 
than to abstain from “meats offered idols, and from blood and from things 
strangled, and from fornication.” 

Now, the question is this: If the first Apostles and Elders had believed 
as modern Pedo-baptists do, that baptism had come instead of the Mosaic 
ordinance, why did they not say so at that conference and thereby end 
the dispute? It would have been the most forcible argument they could 
have brought up, as it is to-day among infant sprinklers. But neither 
Paul nor Peter nor any of the other speakers of the conference, if the 
record in Acts xv is reliable, knew anything about this modern theory, a 
sure proof that it is of later origin than the Apostolic age. 

But by the historian of the first Church we are further told that Paul 
when he desired to bring a converted Greek, Timothy, with him on his 
mission among the Jews, he circumcised him, although he was already 
baptized and had good reputation among the brethren in Derbe and 
Lystra. This is again a sure proof that the Mosaic ordinance was not 
considered abolished on the ground that baptism has come in its stead. 
The fact is that the Jewish converts continued to keep the Mosaic law as 
long as they could, while they accorded to their Gentile brethren the 
liberty given to them by the decision of the first general conference. 
When the Jewish nation had been scattered in all directions, Jewish in- 
fluence on the affairs of the Church naturally ceased and with it the im- 
portance of the Mosaic ordinances. 

Pedo-baptism as practiced by some Christians to-day has therefore not 
the slightest foundation in the Mosaic law, nor in any other inspired 
Scriptures. It is one of the proofs of the divine mission of Joseph Smith, 
the Prophet, that he perceived the full truth concerning the ordinance of 
baptism and that he dared to proclaim it, notwithstanding all opposition. 
—Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The authorities of the B. Y. College at Logan have decided to establish a non-resident 
college course of study leading to a diploma. 
Business men of Salt Lake City are protesting strongly against the proposed removal 
of the Rio Grande Western Railway shops to Ogden. 
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Barratt Bros. furniture dealers, who occupied a portion of the Scott-Auerbach building 
in Salt Lake City have assigned. 

The Ogden Standard, has reduced its size from octavo form to quarto. The Post of 
Ogden, it is said, owing to hard times, is liable to supend publication at any time. 

The opera house at Ogden was turned over to the owners by Manager Bowes on 
January 1. It is said the former gentlemen will retain control of the theatre and employ 
an experienced theatrical man as manager. 


On December 31, the Southern Pacific corps of civil engineers laid off the sites for the 
proposed buildings which will cunstitute the Ogden shops of the company. Stakes were 
driven to indicate the lines run, and everything is in readiness for the excavators. 


The Fifth Ward Meeting House of Logan was dedicated on Christmas day at a well 
attended meeting. President Orson Smith offered thé dedicatory prayer after which 
Counselor Isaac Smith made a few remarks. Elder Moses Thatcher, Jr., delivered an 
eloquent address and was followed by Apostle Moses Thatcher. 


The entire stock of the J. H. Leyson Company, jewelers of 128 Main Street, Salt 
Lake City, is being sold at auction, the sale commencing on January 5. The company 
started business three years ago, under the firm name of Davidson, Leyson & McCune, 
and in October, 1891, incorporated under the name of the J. H. Leyson Company, with 
a capital stock of $100,000. 


Since gould was discovered in San Juan county, the people in that portion of the Terri- 
tory have been indulging in glittering prospects of future wealth and affluence and many 
miners from nearly all parts of Utah and surrounding States have made that locality an 
objective point. It is now stated in railroad circles that should the placers hold out in 
San Juan the Rio Grande Western will build at once to the coast, starting from Green 
river station, skirting the gold fields and making a direct cut for Pioche and then to Los 
Angeles. 

Mrs. Lucy 8S. Grant, wife of Apostle Heber J. Grant, died at the residence of her 
sister, Mrs. H. A. Woolley, in the Thirteenth Ward, Salt Lake City, on the evening of 
January 3. The cause of her death was a failure of the stomach to perform its functions, 
induced by long standing trouble of the digestive organs. Mrs. Grant had been a sufferer 
for more than two years, and recently underwent a surgical operation, and spent nearly 
six months in a hospital in San Francisco. She was married fifteen years ago and leaves 
five daughters and one son to mourn her loss. 


Representative business men of Salt Lake City held a a in Spencer & Lynch’s 
store on January 3, to adopt some plan whereby a check could be placed upon the credit 
system which is working such an injury to business men at the present time, and which 
is one cause of failures which have recently occurred among Salt Lake merchants. Short 
speeches were made by representative men who uniformly deplored the conditions which 
now prevail in this respect, and all present seemed desirous that some measures should be 
adopted whereby credit would, in future, be limited to those who are perfectly reliable 
and thus enable merchants to sell upon closer magins, and be sure of receiving prompt 
payments at specified periods for goods which must of necessity be sold on time. 


Governor A. L. Thomas is in receipt of a letter from C. L. Christensen, of Monticello, 
San Juan county, in which the writer, who has been an Indian interpreter for fifteen 
years, says that Colorado is prevailing upon its members in Congress to have the Ute 
Indians removed farther west into San Juan county, Utah. He observes that the Blue 
mountain country is covered with rich mineral ores, and that several claims have been 
located. Mr. Christensen thinks that Utah’s delegate should be instructed to ask the 
government to provide for a roving band of Ride Indians, numbering something fewer 
than three hundred, who steal ponies and other loose articles from the settlers and miners 
there. The redskins, he says, are a lazy, gambling, improvident set, who violate the 
game and all other laws, and against whose depredations the people have been struggling 


for twelve years. 


